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Research progress on QTL mapping and regulatory genes related to grain
shape and grain weight in maize
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Abstract: As the main food crop in China, maize plays a key role in ensuring national food security and promoting
social and economic development. This study reviewed the QTL mapping of grain shape and grain weight related traits in
maize, the key regulatory genes of grain shape and grain weight in maize and their mechanism of action, and the research
progress of grain size regulation network in maize. The potential genes for improving grain weight and optimizing grain shape
were explored to provide genetic resources for maize grain shape improvement, and the future research was prospected.
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20120~30 4FAQ, A E 2 E A TT I TR HE AT AR,
I B T 5T T K 2 DL R 1) 5t A5 2 JR 38y 5t
filt, M AEk | B 5 52 4% 7 FAE W) HOR AT & e
WFFEN ST AR SR Ok T R H
LS

20 22 60 AFEARLIR , A2 ER A A e T —
W AR s BT TR ), AR R S
P 24% ~39% (2 A BRR AL AL RLATS T B A3
AR SR IE BL , ZEAE P S 90 F R 58 IHATH IR A 8T
ACNZ 32 3 DU BT A1 R IR 1 Bl N H I
1 AP RE IR AR A A MOl Y PR R R o R T
ERMT R EZEW 2, By B £ oK a5 4
R BT Y 40% A A, W DR R E AR B 2 4
iR et BA 2 R R EmEM, HhE
FOREL 7 KA £ K R AE & 5 B % 1Y 60% e
A, KR A FOK B KCEATI AT AR R A 4R
23 )70 R AR B R OK PR A AR 2 AR
AIMEARFE 5, 2 6 I 5 B 2 ) bz A R R T 1 352 A%
A7 1 RT3 DR X6 T Bt 5 A R R R Y T A HIL A L R
K R A EE R X,
1 FORRRURRL 5 7 fa ey BEAHOC

FOK AT IR T A G R A
A2 BEFIBALRR P i, TEOE AT A S R B AN T bR
Hh ] F PR i T R D AN T R T Ak 2
PR R RS $ m AR oK i R S E
K E B R KO 2 A7 3
QeSS e A T S DATTR AR S5 6 B TRy ¢
NG AL QRS N SO A 3 R Y 7 T =] TN N = A
5 AR R W Y IR R G OC &R SQIK EE iA
0. 835" | FPRi & B K MERE/ NI ( Spikelet) 283 H 48
BN TG KB ML, F LR JRFL IR 2
FE R, RRFLAE Ay [ Ak 1y =5 0 sl o o
24y 5 PR 1 80% ~ 85% , FIT LA FL I IE K 7 X4
e K i R OCH [ I R Y I 5 R IR Y
RE MR H LN R R IREL EE AR 4
DB HEE IR FL A% # J= (Basal endosperm transfer
layer, BETL ) , 1 57 ¥ 3% ¥ 5t 1Y 3 % 5 € by R 3L IX.
(Starchy endosperm,SE ) , #.0Y Hhty X, 47 53¢ 2R [
Rtk A6 & P& BRI AF I BBl X ( Embryo sur-
rounding region, ESR) , TEXFR &K B i fEh & 5 RH)
B S IR T R0 3R W 5 A5 5 BB 2 (Aleurone

layer, AL) ,I_Eﬁ%%glg%ﬁﬁ*ﬂﬂ'é%o SWEAH
o M A B BAGIE, KA T H R EE SN 44>
AP . IR ( Preembryo-stage ) | % 2% #H ( Transition-
stage) W ZE8E ] ( Coleoptilar-stage ) L S -5 FETE A
HH(L1- stage ~ L5-stage) (& 1) N % A RN
TR AR bR, AR FR /N (R
KA KL TEFURL S A5 ) B ARSE Ty T, X L 48 bR 25
B AT RLIY) 2 B UGB . KRR PR AR
TR AL T 1) st A R B B 1Y 22 R TR st
71,313 B 2 A A A 5L MR 47 A5 ( Quantitative
trait locus, QTL) :[a] P8 #% | I HixX 2605 p5 A0 & P
JE RS AN EORRLE B ALY L B S T
2 5 5L R 4 2 1 R R LA S Ay TR s B R i
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AT, A B T4 R KRR & A R Y 40
FIAEALE] , fE i FORIG ™
2 E oKk AU AR EE AR & QTL BF 5%
ik i

AR, KR by AR S PR QTL R 3 B
TR S, X s A T
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2.02.2.05-2.07.2.08 .4.08.5.03 F19.03-9. 04) %
12 AV FRRPRLE AR/ QTL S T4
HA B F O QTL, Zhang 551 M 1 ANk A
() F, TRTEAA i 2h %58 Hh 54 > SRR R (FF
LAY AN S AL QA NDS A A8 S 5 S TR
25) BFEA M ERL QTL, Raihan 2517 FHI2E LA
ANTA] B R 451 T 3R45 1O FE 40 H 28 & ( Recombinant
inbred line, RIL) BE{A, BN A7 2] 16 184 £ K AT
BiMER B HE QTL, Liu & FIH 3 AR 0411
Ik, N 10 ASEL A S R AR TR E 729 4S5 E
HARLAVEFIEAA DG Y QTL K 30 -V 7E 1y fe i KL 1A
o 18 AN PR 5 KRR L DR /N R ER 2 A G 5 ][]
W30 Ak S oA 24 AT E % 1 QTL 5
BERRATREZASYE(SNP) BY 1 Mb Y, SE—4
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HEAREZW, iR QTL A S/ i 7E EK I 10
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Fig.1 Schematic diagram of maize kernel development process

1 EXRPEFHE QTL EER

Table 1 QTL mapping results of corn grain weight and grain shape

A TR R LN RN QTL %kt Sk
B73xA7 Fy 232 GY KW 11 [23]
CMI1.444xSC-Malawi RIL 234 GY 17 [24]
CMILA444xCMILA41 F,. 5 300
CMI440xCML504 Fy.3 247
F838xF826 RIL 240 GY 8 [25]
Ye478xWu312 RIL 218 EL.GY KN KW 47 [26]
loxF, RIL 100 KN.EL 2 [27]
B73xH99 RIL 142 GY KN KW 46 [28]
Zheng58xChang7-2 F,. 5 231 EW KW EL ERN KN ED 37 [29]
F2xF252 F;., and IF, 300 GY 16 [30]
B73%xMol7 RIL( IBMSyn4) 206  GY.KW 9 [31]
8984xGY220 F,. 5 284 GY KW EL ED ERN KN 18 [32]
8622xGY220 Fy.s 265 GY KW EL . ED ERN KN 14
Dan232xN04 RIL 258 GY ,EW KW EL ERN KN ED 58 [33]
Huangzao4xMol7 RIL 239 KW 4 [34]
Yed478xWu312 RIL 218 GY 5 [35]
McxVe671 F,. 3 270 KW 9 [36]
Ye478xDan340 Fy.s 397 ERN 13 [37]
B73xH99 RIL 142 EL .EW KW KN 22 [38]
CMI444xSC-Malawi RIL 236 GY KW KN 20 [39]
Zong3x87-1 IF, 294 GY EL ERN KW 8 [40]
Y1648xY2348 Fy.3,F 4 180 ERN 9 [41]
[ (IHO90xB73) xB73 ] xS1 BC1S1 150 GY 3 [42]
8984xGY220 RIL 282 GY ,EW KN KW EL . ED ERN 48
8622xGY220 RIL 263 GY ,EW KN KW EL .ED ERN 40 [43]
Huangzao4xMo17 RIL 239 EL.ED 5 [44]
Huang CxXul78 IF, 243 KW 6 [16]
Qi-319xMol7 F,. 5 166 GY .ED KW 11 [45]
B73xCML277 RIL 182 KL KW HKW 16 [46]

GY KPR KW R E ; KN R ER 3G ERN B THG EW B EL K ED BB AR HKW . FORLEE
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3 ORI DR H i S D A AT 5
Ji&

T KA T AP B A7 BRI PR K/ NI 7R
SEEEWANE R A RZ I, X A R 5 FORAE AR T
VIR R OE ., 78 FORAF R A
H A oy el EHEIR S5 A B R s
T3 B 50 2 K0T SRPRLAE AR RORE ST Ve Ry R
AL B AGE TS 2 AR E D1 K FPRLAY 72
SR EARTE Ve R AR B R R B T ADP-
B SR DR TR AL (AGPase ) HH PEA S &, AG-
Pase REMEAL I ZTHE-1-BER 5 =W & (ATP) )X
AR L ADP - AT HE | Ry TE A ORE 1 TE LR RIS
DAL 22 )35 1 0 5 i 2 Ok R i i 84k, [
B, HFE 30 S B 2 52 A O IR ) 1 R 8 B[] 0
WHR R R R R TE BRI AL ]
RIE 32 Z2 FE D RAE, Rl R B AE YR K
RV 2 VRVADYSE N SEE S I R AU S S A
MR B R SRR B o A o R A o
BORB PR T B2 G TR KR FDRL AL 5
PAPEHLE AR 58 Th IS T o 35 e, 2 KR
EFRFEN (PPR) 5 5K K WRFE W (EXP) 41 5%
WA 2 e
3.1 ERMBAME PPR REEFEEXH KRR

T RAFRLZEATAA , AN e K7 oRL 28 AR AR [ Defective
kernel ( dek ) ] . I Jifi R [ 28 22 4K [ Embryo defective
(emb) ] \Z5.0 B2 528K [ Empty pericarp (emp) ] il
INFFEREZRAEAA Small kernel (smk) ] 458 AR E R
MIFSE A B BRI 3 28 58 AR K Ry FOKB i i &
FEULE R AP R Ak S SR AR R | R R
FPRLR B R R B e e 15 2], D Refs 21, iz
AR 1k FIHTRFRL G AR R E 22 20 v B 1 120 21
5 EARRRMARA G HE ], Hop B e 2 19 2
Pentatricopeptide repeat ( PPR) 2 1 4 %K, PPR
HARGREY PR RNEARRGZ —, £
PPR # H EWIERI 2 5 SR AR B R e s s 1 1L
HEMTAE AR A F . PPR AT BEHL K & 4k
KARIE S M REZ 401, N1 51 K EEURFL K &
W B A A FFRL, PPR 3 82 5 RNA fase
( RNA stabilization ) , RNA ] #] ( RNA cleavage ) .
RNA #1% ( RNA translation) \RNA 554% ( RNA spli-
cing) Fl RNA % % ( RNA editing ) 55 A= 1y 1% 2 i

P10 Lid SV i) SR B T K Dek £ I
K IZFE R 5 S & R s R R R e A
TG 2 e 2R 2R 1A ) 36 1, I 1 R A 2 40 it
MIEHKE . ERILEE W R WIB, #MAZ 1k 4
(CR4) Fl DEK1 8 78 T K80 83 )2 40 Ak B e
PRI R EEAE A, EATE A R A
G338 ARG HE, R KA 2 40 1Y) kB )
fiE. CR4 H—HE S AR E LTS (LRR) B2
A4 ( Receptor-like kinase, RLK) , T DEKI J&—
PG 8 T K B A B 25 & R A i . IR CR4 8¢
DEK1 AT AT — A~ & D RE L 2%, #R mT BE 5 1 A A
Ky 2 AN & B Bk b , SE i TR IE & F i
T, [Hitk, CR4 2 1 A DEK1 5 14 75 B 4 IR iR Fn i
FLEH BB EHEEA S EMER, CRe EAY
DEK1 88 [ 358 {5 F 40 i 5 5, HL 45 40 Ao R s A
L5, X2 FEARAIEMBZHBEE, 8
SEMEPIRIG I IE % & & . DEK1 & Mg iek
S E AR T, Qi 1 W T Dek2
L gt oA LR PR PPR A, JF A B
Z 540K NADT SE N & F 1 0BT ), i 1 52 Ml
BRI R BARARR T .

Gabotti 2% )\ KRR AE M LB 1 Fl &4 N
Emp4 WS | i FH5 5719 58 40 A M S 20Z L
MRS AE . Empd FEH ifh —Fh &6 614 &
FEM AR PPR 2, Y Emp4 5L A A 527 I
HRASR (empd-1) BUFFRL R B (H €235 IR G
SRR L kB EZ, R BIRE A0
WKk, T Empd FERAE KPR T & Bt fE
WG R AT Mal B2 A 1 Fl 44y IN-
CW2 20 M B 5 AL I, LR A= R AR T, INCW2 g 1)
TP BUE IR FLIL KRR 2 IR LAl i ke =
W FIRHEERE S 208 (TAA) OB 2E | S 3k g A8 1k
FRRL R LU AR R/ 24 30% , 1 HL 40 I 550 1 0 4 i
KR D Lia 250 R h e AR 2 RE 7
TR Emps FEH, ZE W 4 fis PPR-DYW &
F, %8 1S SRR h A A Y 7
BELRRAR RPLI6 HE[H 458 £ 85 C 2] U gmi, iX
— I AR T AR ORI Y IE R I RE B R
M EmpS5 B R B FE B, 2R AR B Hl Nad9 , Cox3 Hl
Rps12 1) 9 A7 s 2 56 7K ~F- 4B 25 W] 8 AR, Ap6
Cob Nadl Fl RPLI6 JEH 1 5 A7 5 2 8 /KT & 5+
W IR DI RE A S 2 5 SO G AR 2L
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KB ZM, Manavski 5 ' 7E T KAk 28 AE IR b
L1 FET IR PPR RIE AL 52 MPPR6, 4 MPPR6 &
AR, 2 S BOL IR M FLFL #2 )2 ( BETL) 4 3 5%
W WGk B IREMIER T R B>, MPPR6 &
FEZ KA T 5 RPS3 mRNA 18 5/ 35 J i X 4% S 1
4h4 S HRPS3 HHIIRER Lk,

it PPR 25 1 Smkl &R & A AR P02k
BRI IEF DR, 5200 FORFPR IR FLIN & 5, 5T
SEOERAS /N, RS —Fh RNA 374K 09 Zmsmu2
SR A 2 A W 2 1 B B FL b = A AR A 1)
TR RNA SR04 28 LA 23 0K 1E 5 1 iR
LT ISR, A S SFE R LT AL SR 5
FORAPRLAY SEEPE RS Li A5 il
UBLI [ iz H BE ¥ BETL 4l i & & , X
FRGEGRFFRL I AE K R B - A B, UBLI
FEPR it 2H W2 TR 2R ) RNA ShUJE 3%
RN R F 2 35 mRNA 3725 | 5 SORLRE TR
KIARFGAE /N, Li 26 MR IR Bl 28 A8 e rp 2 PR £
MEHWGEE BV EHE Embl4, EmbI2 |
Leml Emb8522 Hl Bigel , JLth, Emb14 S 1A 4 fih—
FhERARGERI 1Y GTPase 21, I8 15 5 UK A
1A 308 W HE Y 2H 2% | o3 1k A IR i 1) 3 U i Bt i
FHEM, AR Empl4 BRI R AR RBR AT &
ZE ] HIRFL IS AN Z 5, Emb12 55K 4
i —Fh SRR G 7 6 TR B & B AR CHE, 4
Emb12 FEPRFEAREE, 1F, 8 (A 7E BT i & sz B,
S SOV BG AN LS5 R AN BB LE HE K, 2 1T 5 | AR VR 6 5K
S 1R B IR PR S5 D) 46 200 L 1 ik D sk e AR A 32 B
RAAEMIG R B 1 R HIR B, IR RG B # & '
AT, RIRAG LA (Bigel ) 75 4548 1 A
TR B S s TR R R /N D T S DG B AE OT
IR g —Fh T LU iz 2R 2 M 2L AU
e, AR S5 RN 55 H AR &R A3, iR
AT T WAL Eb sk 2 ke o2 B R A, LA RO
AEIPEHT . Bigel JE[F 27 CYP78A LR 14K ik 5t
B e
3.2 EXMBIKPE EXP XHRERARERE

2001 4F, Wu 251 )T K AYHRZ cDNA JZE 1 A
YIseR I FEAS 3] 13 4 EXP 3 £03E 5 4> EXPA
FERUR 8 A~ EXPB HEIH . EXP ZREHE R i iy 4™ J
H 7 T Rg 8 i AR B AR AT T 20 B B 22 2 i)
(1) SR, S T A 200 B A1 3 40 it IR K B2 K 5 53—

J7 A REFERFRL AN L & B B3 5k B B, 2 5 41 i B
FEJR:  HE T2 LA R A T 52 M AR /NI 2
Liu Z 7V BF5E R0, ZmEXPA4 SR 78 K S 40 i
AR AE R R DGR, H SR IA K 5 1ok
FEAEnE 22 B Bg ( ASD) W EA G, TR T, K
TEAEnE 22 0] B 4B K | ZmEXPA4 R K 193655 KF 3%
BEAR , FORFPRIE 2 %, Sun 257" a5 [ SR BEIK
I3 BT FIAR 5 o A % B B ok b ak B 1 R
ZmEXPBI5 1 2 A~ NAC ¥ 5k ¥ ZmNACII , Zm-
NAC29 Fefe M AZ AT B, i e kb R R &
AR P FORRPRL /N S &, ZmEXPBIS JR 5l
FIXAFAE S R PR 3 DR A A5, R IR IR
HEKNEZEFEMEMXXER, HEME2~8 d
ZmEXPBIS TERAR TR DA P ek gk,
% (Knock out, KO) LA K 3 K i 3¢ 35 ( Overexpres-
sion, OF) # B IR UESE ZmEXPBI5 REAE Bk O 4141
=] A TN S R E 20 S N S i NP4\ & T G E
ZmEXPBI15 133K 2 W AiT A 0 2% 58 Fiokr b E o 4
I, ] ZmEXPB1S KR BA H 8 £ KR Y 5K
HAE, Ji I R, ZmGRASTT FE N 1E [
PEEE R e 40 3L P ZmEXPBI2 1 33k K -, ZmEX-
PBI12 w5 Z BURFRL/ N T B A A AR T ZmEXPBI2
IR R APRR TR MR, P, Bk EXP &
% ik DR B 2 R AT R R B R W AT R RN, E
17 532 W o 2 DR 28
33 EXNBMNEEHMEXERRRER

A ARG U (GS) 7E E KRR R A i
ERKELEMMAO, GS REHG HRAR Y XT AW Ik fg
F1, BE AR SRR, B AR ', Martin
SO ST R B K SR R R 2 A4 B A
FH Glnl-3 T Glnl-4 5 A T 5 ™ 5 1 35 4%
NS EYIMIIC, Glnl-3 3P 3 58 M- 1A 40 i v %
ik, HR T RARMABIZER T T Glnl-4 FEH N £E
FPRitAT & Wit R b R AR, X 2
AN R e A B — 2 AR I, T K A ROk 500 /D Rk
RRARG, RS2 e S 7™ a5 0 2R 2 A SR A ) e A A 2
A EOK MR O R, Y Glnl-3
Glnl-4 3% 2 A FEPAE FORAE IR T [F BF i R R m), £
K= AR, R AT BEFE T Glnl-3 F Glnl-4
FEPR 1 o e 3k BB 1 9 FORAB R AU R AL RE 1 ARt g
I AR E R AR AT Li RO
PRIZH v 2 7 31 2 A 5K A8 ow2 56 1A ) I ) 3 [
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ZmGW2-CHR4 1 ZmGW2-CHR5, ZmGW2-CHR4 &
JECI b IR TGP S B vS I 30y O A e B ¥
7 5L I 2 ) SR G s ZmGW2-CHRS 5 52 1
LR ; ZmGW2-CHRA F1 ZmGW2-CHRS 1:[A]
SR B K 1R ORL B R R UKL B A EIR . Li
SV TE TORIE AL P % E B S OK RS 6S3 A )
TR ZmGS3 ., ZmGS3 £34% 5 MNAMNE T, i
198 NI A B B T, 56 5 Ah T XA 1
MRS SRR B, ZmGS3 FeH £ %
PR T AR BRI B FRERE 24 v ) X4 0 T Kok 1Y)
EHEFEZEEM, Liu %7 WEK DNA H L)
TEREFEIKAE GSS I FEIVRFEEH ZmGSs , I id 56
Wt BB, FE K 7 S Ak EAEAE 1 A U
F ZmBAK1-7, RS R HE ZmGS5 W F kK-, it
AR S S8 AUy A= RO 95 & A

Wang 2517 BF 58 & B0, ZmLNGI 2 5% Wi KR
Ko B T8 AR E 1 BRI, @R ZmLNGT 2 55
FERAR /NS ER  H ZmING1 25 ] VR A 14 422 30
B EIE AR Ovate Z%8H H (ZmOFP) il Zm-
TON1 2 1, %0 OFP BB FRIL K, B M
T AR FEPR2H 25 B 5K A ROXYT [ ROXY2 FHE A
FEFESIALE 3% ~T9% [R1JRFE ] MS22, Ak
P, MS22 FEP 4t X 480 AL, 4w i5 159 &
B, W ROXYT 4nfihIX % 408 Mo, 4t 136
FELRR s ROXY2 it X & 420 DIRIE, Fafid 140 DR
HEWR . MS22 ROXYI ROXY2 i% 3 A3t 1 4w i) B
FA ST EL AT ARBL A0 1) 6 235 F SRR 30T B = 454, T
FETHABLEARG, A 2 M MaE ki,
MS22 BN A IIRE 5 KRG ROXYT . ROXY2 JEHA{LL,
AU ERMEHEATRE AL, R eI E 28 E
AR R, SR AE Y 1 45 Fh A= ) A EE A= Y a8
[ 6E

Fu 2 BF5E & B, AR TE RN 3R Emp2 1 B
P A T SRR B SE R () 2 5K B RN, T AR R
KB WP B R E R R EAE R, Emp2
S 278 T 3 FOK R T 85 1 (Heat shock pro-
teins, HSP) JE R A9 88900, T 530 BRI A&
B2, S E BT, AR R R S Y
EFIIR LA S B 20k /0, SOCT e R e JE 1 R4 1Y
TR R P s B R EE M O, X 2N TR E S
P A A AR R AR Y o Rk
SOCT FECE KM AT AL AR AR 5% L) Rk T 3

j]u[79] 5

B E N EE L PSR R S A i TR |
PR IR U 8 5 0 | ) w221 S A
FEPH IEXHAE TR AR T 2 e R A AL o
11 T RASIHT B F DO FKFFRL & & Y s A L)
N e =2 e AT B | S B U0 I 7 o AR AT T e
ZHbi,  H RS 2 B KR EE LR 8 5 5 Rl AN
I, SR A PSS TE N o Ry it — 20 i, PRI,
R GUIE A RE R [ 5 ) T KR L 1 AR A O B
SESTEATR T HLH] DI R
PAPE 2% 0 FOK B A i AN Al 42 i R A i
S AAEEE L,

4 KPR/ NN 4

PP R /NS 52 Wi R 2 119 J B2 PR 3, R A B AT
KRN W 46 % ER S =R A EE R L, L
FUECUB R, 2 REAMKER,C HARS .
22 SRR AL (B ( MAPK) 55 45 605 53 B%
DB R Z TS 2 N R SEAE ) N IR 3R N 2 i
SE IR T 3 ) 00 B 5 K R AR B 2 BUPRIR L X
LR AR AR P R 45 DO 48 A T K i Rk B gl 4 vh
[ RE S SR

12 R MRS A 2 R R AR bR )
Wi, PRIz 2R E A DAL WY& E
KN, DAT 5875 I | S&AR R A = R AR B KT
PP, KB DAL SRR T2 E KN, 55, DAL
B 512 RIETLN DA2 Rets A AR H AR, Mm%
FhFRIEE B R/ANES ) Xie 1% B 55 & B ZmDA1
1 ZmDARI 3 X GE A i 20 JfL 385 58, 3 3R 3K ZmDAI
Fl ZmDARIT 1 F R AR EL AT B 58 1) U B 5 A e
PRI IE 8 TR, GW2 VE N — T B3 2 &
TR, 25 AR R R KR A RR
VANY NI VA EG T (TR ) N = s = o= o NI A T BB 9 P
ZmGW2-CHR4 1 ZmGW2-CHRS IR HIE 522 5
FERPRI RN X I AR R TR VE Y P B RSP
Wi IR, K/ NE P A . Zhang 451 BF5E
T PR R RO ) OGS I ZmKW 1 = 2L 1
A 1) 98 R 3L 4 R B AR R /N o e R 3L B
Fr, 1 PR oK 5 4 2 O rh R R R Y G
BRI

MAPK {55 % SR 72 [ RE 2 VR 42 A k7R 1) B
R, Guo % HFFEIA N KFE T MAPK 125
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MR SR E . GSNT 4ifith 1 A2 r T 40 i iR il 3L
S SEERRIR B, M GSNT 2 15 ] LA 7K e A
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