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Identification of new transcription factors related to the synthesis of char-
acteristic components in tea
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Abstract: Tea is one of the three major non-alcoholic beverages in the world. It is processed from tea leaves and has
unique flavor due to the three characteristic metabolites ( catechin, theanine and caffeine) of tea. Transcription factors not on-
ly play an important role in the regulation of plant growth and development, but also affect the synthesis of secondary metabo-
lites. There are few reports on the regulation of catechin, theanine and caffeine by transcription factors in tea plants. In this
study, a large number of new genes and transcripts were reconstructed by combining whole-organ transcriptome data with ge-
nomic data of tea tree. Furthermore, the correlation between catechin, theanine and caffeine and differentially expressed genes
was established based on the content differences of catechin, theanine and caffeine in different organs of tea tree. The genes
transcripts and transcription factors related to the three characteristic metabolic components of tea tree were screened and i-
dentified. In addition, three transcription factors (WAKY, bZIP and BES) genes associated with the synthesis of catechin,
theanine and caffeine in tea tree were cloned, and the sizes of open reading frame (ORF) were 1 011 bp, 1 692 bp and 867
bp, respectively. The results were consistent with those of transcriptome analysis.
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Fig.1 Box-plot of gene expression in different organs of tea

plant
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Fig.2 Statistical diagram of differentially expressed genes ( DEGs)

CS-FL-VS-CS-B CS-S-VS-CS-B
(10 204)

CS-R-VS-CS- CS-FR-VS-CS-B
(16 729) (14 653)

CS-R-VS-CS-L1

CS-FL-VS-CS-L1 (16 972)

CS-S-VS-CS-L1
(10 988)

CS-S-VS-CS-R

CS-R-VS-CS- S-FR-VS-CS-L1 (16 443)

(16 972) (15 643)
B C

A TEMZE SRR R 2R 2O SR 5025 R IR IR R LB T ; B 2SS — I S5 2 MR MR 2 SRS 2 2R 05 R iR L I L e
BT 5 C 2B S A S — I ZSWIAE SRS AT 2522 5 Ik LB LU A0 AT . CS-FL-VS-CS-B . 5B AEFASH 2 L 44 5 CS-S-VS-CS-B . A5
ZERNAEI 2F LA 4 ; CS-R-VS-CS-B ; ZEWAR RIS 24 LU A5 2H 5 CS-FR-VS-CS-B : A FL SRS 2F HL AL 4 ; CS-FL-VS-CS-L1 : 25 B4 48 FIAS A 25—t
A2 5 CS-S-VS-CS-L1 S ZE AT 2 — it L AE 2 5 CS-R-VS-CS-L1 : ZS BRI S — 1 LU #5240 ; CS-FR-VS-CS-L1 . R R ISR 5 — - L
B34 CS-FL-VS-CS-R: S AL FIZE AR L4 ; CS-FR-VS-CS-R : SR SR ZS MR LA 5 CS-S-CS-R : ZSM ZE AR HLASA

B3 ZRELFLERREEFLE

Fig.3 Identification of common DEGs in different organs of tea plant
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Fig.4 Correlation analysis of DEGs with catechin, theanine and caffeine in different organs of tea plant
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Fig.5 Identification of transcription factors associated with the synthesis of catechin, caffeine and theanine
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Table 3 Screening and identification of novel transcription factors associated with theanine and catechin

o e
P (py FRWTER e e M M M % ® e
ARGE - RRIE g miar momt mpet g T
TEAnew769400001 844  bHLH 0.03 5.77 0.28 0.10 0 0.31 11.44 0.08
TEAnew57200002 1731 AP2/ERF-ERF 0.73 3.00 2.64 0.40 0.36 2.78 17.93 0.41
TEAnew431900001 1298 MYB 0 0.10 1.49 0.05 0.19 0.06 12.73 2.66
TEAnew379700001 1336 WRKY 70.41 3.68 18.97 19.72 18.41 15.1 319.95 11.59
TEAnew362600002 2 701 FAR1 4.76 4.02 5.06 4.47 4.93 4.21 3.33 5.00
TEAnew34900001 1 087 MADS-MIKC 2.97 5.98 2.25 3.21 2.52 7.26 11.36 2.34
TEAnew343600001 754 WRKY 4.39 0.11 12.1 5.83 2.01 0.56 18.37 0.4
TEAnew275300005 3364 GRAS 12.62 2.42 18.23 6.30 3.27 17.43 29.93 5.36
TEAnew241900002 1 484 BES 32.26 58.57 26.58 24.78 19.06 13.5 80.18 22.61
TEAnewl185700003 2217 bZIP 42.63 38.38 39.81 38.07 26.56 26.33 213.87 34.28
TEAnewl185600007 854 C2C2-Dof 3.77 1.08 0.83 1.25 0.74 0 5.4 1.13
TEAnew09600005 1 531 C2H2 11.01 40.01 92.06 4.39 1.91 39.96 165.37 1.64
TEAnew06500001 2030 FARI1 2.06 2.62 3.27 1.94 3.12 2.75 1.32 2.97
2.7 S5ILEE,FREFMMMER S R HE X RE AR PR R A T O Rl R T A e R A

FEEM T ERIE

it PCR ML Fi e S AR LA R, KA
F A e B A A OC Y 3 A% B SR IR [ TE-
Anew379700001 ( WAKY ) . TEAnew185700003 ( bZ-
IP) . TEAnew241900002 ( BES) ] J:[Al, H: ORF #E K
JNGF 1011 bp, 1 692 bp F1 867 bp, 43 % 4 %
336 1,563 /M1 288 R (&1 6) o 43 Al Fe
BRAZIR) 3 A S PR S R 50 ) 4 BE TR T 91) 5 3 0k
M SR 7 AR AR B F A AT LA, R L AR DL
JEIR T 99% (&l 7) , Hor BES BAHLE A 100%
Tt SR A T A BRAR BT e S AR 1) 7 VR TR BE A

3 17 8

AR HAT R R 00 VR N A RN B 22 R
fE D RE , FL AR i 2y RE 2 A A T35 1R I AR
FHOG, AL AS 3R A4S SR i ik 55107, 3 3 A
M SRy 2 B A E R A T 2 B T O
T o ANIETE 2R C AT B 2R B % 4 R TR 21
Bl X 25 ) e SRAS HEAT B | 8 5 BT e SR AN | Tl
P25 LR 2, 2K 2 TR R OO R el 28 A AR L 25 it
S E A2 S LR R R ER
WO 28 A e SRR B AR G, M RE SR =R
AU B0 R S 114 O B il TR B B S IR 1

XA LS 3R 2R T A WA R B 11 AT

NGEYER NG oPAy i 3 RIS I3 3
B RGR R T — e R E AR e Y 5 LA
EA BB A KA AR AR gR g R IE T, &%
HRAEWERPH LR AL, S5 XA
PR G B i K 22 B ANFRUE , 41 5 2 A0 00 it 0 M
DG AR R Bt A8 45 5 2% 2 R & B 428 4H OC 1Y 1
IR FEATIAERT D o B 34X 5 i LA A G
1 57 MYB F1 bHLH T4 BF5% , {8 25 5 R Fil
Wi B AR G G 2 S R AR g g /b, AR E 9 4 SR R
B, 55 L% 22 R0 il el A Bl AH 5G9 58 PR AE S0 25
R — I rh B 55 g, I 5 2% 0 R A R O 1 ik
PR 7 A0 AR P B0 e iy, X BB 5 RS DA I F 5T
ghIR Y g

IS 4= 2% B 5 i 4 B0HE SR A e s AR 45
S B AR 3 ) e 2 IO AT ik R A 850 A 74
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A1 ATGIGTACAATGGACAGTGGTTTGAAATTGGAGCAGAAGTCACTGATCAATGAGCTGACA B ATGGGTGATACTGAAGATGGAAATGTTGATATGATGCAAAGGCTACAATCTTCTTTTGET
1 MCTMDSGLEKLEG EKSTLTINETLT 1 MGDTEDGNVYVDMMGQRL® QSSTFG
61  CAAGGGATGGAGATAGCCAAGCAACTAAGATTTCATCTGAATTCAGCATCCTCTGCCGAA 61  ACTTCATCTTCTTCACTTAGAAAACAACCCATAAATCAACTGGACATACCTCAGTTCAAT
21 Q 6 M E T AKQLREFHLNSASSAE 21 1TSS SSLRKQPINQLDTIPR QEN
121 AACCGACAACTTTTACTACAGAGGATTCTATCTTCTTATGAGAAGTCTCTGTTGATTCTC 121 ACTTCACAAATTCGTGCTCCGATGAGACAATTTTCACCCAATTTCAATGTTGAAAGTAGT
4 NRQLLLQRTILSSYETEKSTLTLTIL 4 T S QI RAPMRQFSPNENVESS
181 AAGTCATCGGCACCGACCACTGGCATGACTGAGTCTTCTATTTCTGGTGATGGAAGTCCT 181 AMMAGAGTCGGTATACCGCCGTCCCATCCCCAAATCCCTCCTATTTCACCTTACTCCCAG
60 K S SAPTTGMTESSTISGDGSFP 60 KRV GIPPSHPQIPPTISPYSQ
241 CGGAGCGAGGACTGTAATGGTGGGGGGTTTAAGGATCATCACCAGGACCAGAATGTTGTC 241 ATCCOGGTCACCCGGCCGACAAATCAGCAAGTGGGTTCTCAGAATTTCAGCCCCGGACCA
88 RS EDCNGGGEFEKDHIH QDG QNVYV 88 T PV TRPTNQQVGSQNTFSPGEP
301 TCCAAGAAGAGAAAGGTATTGCCCACATGGACTGATCAAGTGAGGATTAGCTCAGAGAAT 301 ACCCACTCGCGATCTTTGTCGCAACCCACATTTTTCTCATTTGATTCCCTGCCCCCAATG
00 SKKRKVLPTWTDQVRTISSEN 00 THSRSLSQPTFFSTFDSTLPEPM
361 GGATTTGAAGGGCCCATTGATGATGGCTATAGTTGGAGAAAATATGGGCAGAAAGACATT 361 TGCCCATCACCCTATCGGGACTCACCATCGAGTTCTAATTCGGGACCGGTATCAACTGAT
1200 G FEGPIDDGYSWREKYGQKTDI 120 CPSPYRDSPSSSNSGPVSTD
421 CTGGGCACCAAATATCCCAGAAGCTATTACAGATGCACAAATCGGAACAGTCAAAACTGT 421 GTATCAATGGAGGATAGAGATGCAAACTCGCATTCTCTATTGCCTCCCTCGCCTTTTACG
M4 L G TKVYPRSYYRCTNRNSG® QNC 4 VS MEDRDANSHSLLPPSEPET
481 TGGGCTACAAAGCAAGTGCAACGATCCGATGACGACCCCACCGTATTTGAGATCATATAC 481 AGGGGTAATTCTTTGAGGGTAGGGGAGAGTCTTCCTCCTCGCAAAGCTCACCGGCGATCC
61 W ATEKQVQRSDDDPTVEFETITI.Y 61 R GNSLRVGESLTPPREKATHERTERS
541 AMGGGAGGCACGAATGCAACCAGACCCCCCATACAGCTCCACCAGCACCACCACCACCA 541 AATAGCGATATTCCATTTGGGTTTTCGACTATGATGCAGTCTTCGCCGCCCCTCATCCCG
88 KGRHECNG QTPHTAPPAPGPFPEP 188 NSDIPFGFSTMMQSSPPLTIEP
601  GCATCACTAGACAAGCAAAACAACCACCACCAACCACCCAATAACATGCACTTTAGAACA 601  GTAAGGGGTGGCTCTGGTGGTGTAGATAATATGTCTTTGTCTGGTAGAGACAATTCGGGT
200 A SLDEKG QNNIHIHINGQPFPNNMEITFTERT 200 VR GGSGGVDNMSLSGERDNSG
661  AGCTTAACAGTCAATACTCACGACTTGGACACTAAAGACATGACTTCTCCTCTCACTTCT 661  GCTAAGCCAATTCAGTTGGTTAAAAAAGAGACAAGTTGGGAGAAAGGCAGTGAGGGCAAC
2200 S LTV NTHDLDTEKDMTSPLTS 221 A KP 1 QLVEKEKETSWETEKT® GSEGN
721 CCTTCCACATCATTTGAATGGATGAAGAGCCAAAACCAAAACCAAAATTTCCCAATTTCA 721 GGAGAAGGAATGGGTGAGAGGAAATCAGAAGGAGAAGTCGTGGATGACCTATTTTCAGCT
241 P ST SFEWMEKSG QNOQNGQNETPTIS 241 G EGMGEREKSEGEVVDDLEFSA
781 AACATGTTCATGACGAGTACCAAGACAGTTTTTCTCCATACCAGATGATGAACAACTTT 781 TATATGAATTTGGAAAACATTGATACATTGAACTCATCCGGTACAGATGACAAGCTGTCT
261 K HVHDEYQDSFSPYQMMNNEF 261 Y MNLENTIDTLNSSGTDDEKTLS
841  GGAGTGTTTCATGATTTGCAACATTCAGGTTCTGAACTCACTGAAATCATCTCAACCAAC 841  AATGAGAATCGTGAGGATTTAGATAGTAGAGCCAGTGGAACAAAGACAAATGGAGGCGAT
281 6V FHDLQHSGSELTETLTISTN 288’ NENREDLDSRASGTEKTNGGD
901  AATTCAGTTACCAATTCTCCAATTTGGGACCTGGGTTTCTCAATCGACTCTGTTGTTGAT 901 AGCAGTGATAATGAAGCAACAAGCAATGTAAATAAAAGTGGCCGTGGCTTGCAGAGGCCA
300 NSV TNSPIWDLGEFSTIDSUVVD 301 SSDNEATSNVNEKSGERGTLG QRP
961  CTAGATCCAAATTTCCCATTTGATACCCCTGGATATTTCTATTAA 961  GGTATGGGTTCTTCGACTGAGAACAGGGAAGGGATCAAAAGGAATGCAGGGGGAGATATT
320 LDPNFPFDTPGYFVY % 320 G M GSSTENREGTIEKTRNAGGD I
1021 GTTCCAACCTCCAGACACTATAGAAGTGTTTCCATGGATAGTTTTATGGGGAATATGAAC
¢ | ATGACGTCGGOGACGAGGCTTCCGACATGGANGGAGAGAGAGANCAACAAGAGGAGAGAG 57 VDT ERITR S Vel DSrFiien Ui
1 MTS6GTRLPTWEKERENNKRTRE 1081 TTTAATGATGAGTCCCTGAAAATGCCACCTTCCCCTGGGATACACCCTGGACAAATGTCT
61  AGGCGGAGGAGAGCGATCGCTGCGAAGATCTATGCGGGCTTGAGGATGTACGGCAATTAC % T NDEGSLEMNBPPSPETIHRDGE NS
2L RRRRAIAAKIYAGLRMYGNY 1141 CCCAGTGATTCAATGGATGGAAATTCAAATACCTTTAGCTTGGAATTTGGAAATGGCGAG
121 AAGCTTCCCAAGCACTGTGATAACAACGAGGTCTTGAAAGCTCTCTGTAGAGAAGCTGGT s P S DS MDONSNTFSLEFGNLG GE
4 KL PKHCDNNEVLEKALCREAG 1201 TTTAGTGGGGCTGAACTCAAGAAAATTATGGCAAATGAGAAACTTTCTGAGATTGCATTA
181 TGGATCGTCGAAGAAGATGGCACTACCTACAGAAAGGGATACAAGCCTGTGGAACACATG 0l B e P ELEETHANEELSET L
66 WIVEEDGTTYRKGYKPVETHHM 1261 ACCGACCCTAAGCGGGCAAAAAGGATTTTGGCGAATCGTCAATCGGCTGCTCGTTCCAAA
241 GAAATAATGGGTGGGTCAGCATCAGCAAGCCCATGCTCATCATATCAACCTAGTCCATGT 2 T D P KRAKRILANERGSAAIRLERSK
86 EIMGGSASASPCSSYQPSPC 1321 GAACGGAAGATGCGGTATATTTCAGAGCTGGAGCACAAGGTTCAGACATTACAGACAGAA
301 GCATCCTACAATCCAAGCCCCACTCCATCTTCATTTCCTAGCCCAATCTCATCGCCTTAT i B EHET I LEBER T LGTE
1 ASYNPSPTPSSFPSPISSPY 1381 GCAACCACATTGTCTGCCCAACTTACCCTGTTACAGAGAGATTCAGCTGGACTTACAAAC
361 GCTGCGAATGCCATTAGCAATGGTGACGCTAACTCCCTCATCCCATGGCTCAAAAACCTC 6l AT TLSAQLTLLOQRDSAGLTN
121 A ANATSNGDANSLILIPWLEKNL 1441  CAAAATAATGAGTTGAAGTTTCGCCTACAAGCCATGGAACAGCAGGCACAACTCCGAGAT
421 TCATCAGGAGGCTCATCCAAGCTCCCTCACCATCTCTACATCCATGGAAGTTCTATAAGT 81 QNNELKFRLGQAME QQAGQLTED
“r s SGGSSKLPHHHELYIHGSSTIS 1501 GCTCTTAATGAAGCTTTAACCACGGAGGTTCAAAGGTTGAAGCTTGCAACTGCAGAGCTG
481 GCTCCGGTCACCCCACCATTGAGCTCCCCTACAGCTCGGACTCCACGANTGAATGATAAT 50 ALNEATLTTEDYQRLEKLATAETETL
61 APV ITPPLSSPTARTPRMNDN 1561  AGTGGTGACCCCTCCAAGTTTCAGCAGCTTTCCATTAACCCCCAGATGTTCCAGCGGCAC
541 TGGGATGATCGAACCGCTAGTGCTCCCTGGGCTGCGCAGCACCAGACATTTTTACCCTCT 59 S CDPSKFQOQLSINPOQMEGQEREH
8L wWDDRTASAPWAALQHQTFLFPS 1621 CACCAGCAGCAACAGCAACAGCAACAGCAACAGCAGCAGCAGAATGGOGGCACAACCACA
601 TCTACCCCACAAGTCCTGGTTATCAAACCCCGCCTGACTCAGGTTGGCTCTCTGGTGTT 54 H Q0QQQ00QQ0QQ0Q0QQQaQNGGTTT
200 S TPQSPGYQTPPDSGWLSGV 1681  AAGCAAGACTCGAACCAGTAA
661  CAAACTCCCCAAGATGGACCATCATCTCCTACATTTAGCCTTGTCGCATCAAACCCATTT 56l K QDS N Q #
21 QT PQDGPSSPTFSLVASNEPF
721 GGCTTCAAGGAGGCATTTTTAGGTGGAGGGTCTCGAATGTGGACTCCTGGGCAAAGTGGA
241 6 FKEAFLGGGSTRMWYTPGQS G
781 ACATGCTCTCCAGCAATTGCAGCAGGGTGTGATCAAACCTCGGATGTTCCAATGTCAGAT
261 T CSPATIANAGCD QTSDVPMSD
841  GGGATTGCAGCTGAGTTTGCATTTGGTAGTAACACAAAGGGGTTGGTGAAGGCATGGGAA
280 G I AAEFAFGSNTEKGTLVYEKATWE
901  GGAGAGAGAATTCACGAGGAATGTCTTGGTGACGACCTTGAGCTTACACTTGGCAATTCT
301 6 ERIHETETCLGDDLETLTTLGNS
961  ACAACTAGATAG
321 T T R %

F RN T, A WAKY 55 N 73 A% R ) 5 SO i LR T 91 5 B . baip 5 5% PR 1 3 P A A% 182 ) 1 B L i 1) = SE 1R
JPH15C . BES 5 53 P73 PR A A 2 7 39 B L4t (9 LR 7 91
B 6 WAKY.bZIP fl BES #REFEFENZERF IR ERBHISERFT]

Fig.6 Nucleotide sequence of WAKY, bZIP and BES transcription factors genes and their encoded amino acid sequence
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WRKY-#4 3341,
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MCTMDSGLKLEQKSLINELTQGMELAKQLRFHLNS ENRQLLLQRIL
SSYEKSLLILKSSAPTTGMTESSISGDGSPRSEDCNGGGFKDHHQDQNVYV
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50
50
100
100

WA=/ > KKRKVLPTWTDQVRISSENGFEGPTDDGYSWRKYGQKDTLGTKYPRSY Y WIU
WRKY- 7 % SKKRKVLP QVR NGIFEGPIDDG RKYGQKDILGTKYPRSY YN
WRKY-#E3: 4 RCTNRNSQNCWATKQVQRSDDDPTVFEIIYKGRHECNQTPHTAPPAPP PP ediy]

NS AACIl: C T NRNSANCHATKQVQRSDDDPTVFETTYKGRIECNQTPHTAPPAPPP PRI
WRKY-#3%4 [ S S § 250
WRKY- bt b 8 S § s 50
W@ =2 -l N ONQONMNE D I SKHVHDEYQDSFSPYQMMNNEGVE R 300
WRKY-wefE SN S g SPYQ e QIISGS y 293
WRKY-#% 53620 335
WRKY-% % 333
B BES-#634 40 {IYAGLRMYGNYKLPKHCDNNE 50
BES-i [ GNYKLPKHCDNNE 50
BES-# 341 /LKALCREAGWIVEEDGTTYRKGYKPVEHMEIMGGSASAS QPS 100
BES- 7 [ /LKALCREAGWIVEEDGTTYRKGYKPVEIIMETMGGSASAS © 100
BES-F4 3% ; ' 150
BES-7i[% / : 150
BES-k: 3+ 4 LYTHGSSTSAPVTPPLSSPTARTPRMNDNWDDRTASAPWAAQHQTFLP S
BES-77 [ ILYTHGSSTSAPVTPPLSSPTARTPRMNDNWDDRTASAPWAAQHQTFLP S ST
BES-#:3: 41 STPQSPGYQTPPDSGWLSGVQTPQDGPSSPTFSLVASNPFGFKEAFLGG G EoTI
BES- i} STPQSPGYQTPPDSGWLSGVQTPADGPSSPTRSLVASNPEGFRKEAFLGGGEPN
BES-k: 341 GQSGTCSPATAAGCDQTSDVPMSDGIAAEFAFGSNTKGL VKA WE [T
BES- 77 [ SG 5CDQTSDVPHSDGIAAEFARGSNTKGLVKAW EEEYON
BES-f&3¢40 GDDLELTLGNSTT 322
BES- 77 [ GERINELCLGDDLELTLGNSTT 322
[ YALR =53 s | G D TEDGNVDMMQRLQSSFGT LRKQPINQLDTIPQFNTSQTRAPMR QY
C bZIP- T % MGDTEDGNVDMMQRL SLRKQPINQLDLPQENTSQLRAPMR QN
VAR T S P NENVIESSKRVG IPPSHPQLPPISPYSQIPVTRPTNQQYGSQNFSPG PRI
bZIP- [ "SPNFNVESSKRVGIPPSHPQIPPISPYSQIPVTRPTNQ ONFSPGP T
bZIP-H Fe2H SLPPMCPSPYRDSP SG D y 150
bZIP-7 [ DSLPPMCPSPYRDSP g S N 150
bZIP-# 3% 40 TMMQSSPPL I Pl
bZIP-5v F MMQSSPPL TP
bZIP-H 341 250
bZIP- i % 250
VA1 T [V VDDLESAYMNLENIDTLNSSGTDDKLSNENREDLDSRASGTKTNGGD [N
bZIP- 7 GEVVDDLTSAYMNLENIDTLNSSGTDDKLSNENREDLDSRASGTKTNGGD JEIN
bZIP-H4 341 350
bZIP-7i % 350
bZIP-H 34 400
bZIP-5i % : 400
[ YAE=S T S G AF KK IMANEKLSETALTDPKRAKRILANRQSAARSKERKMRY T SE L [RESIY
bZIP- 7% FSGAELKK TMANEKLSETALTDPKRAKRTLANRQSAARSKERKMRY ISE I JEPRAN

bZIP-# 34 TNQNNELKFRLQAMEQQAQLRD UM

bz]p.ﬁl&% NQNNELKFRLQAMEQQAQIL R D Es{e]
bZIP-# 3 550
bZIP- 5 % 550
bZIP-FE T4 562
bZIP- 5 % 565

A WAKY B 5t R T4 SR Fp 9 R e BE 751 LA ; B DZIP e SR T4 s PP I R SE REFF 31 LU AR ; C . BES B SRR T S 2B P B I e RE P 37 LL A
BE7 WAKY,bZIP 71 BES ¥R EFH R AR FI 5 EF 5 LR
Fig.7 Comparison of WAKY, bZIP and BES from transcriptome and PCR amplification
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