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Clone and functional research of Zn, ( I ) Cys6 transcription factor

UvZC1 gene in Ustilaginoidea virens

YU Mi-na, YU Jun-jie, CAO Hui-juan, PAN Xia-yan, SONG Tian-qiao, LIU Yong-feng
(Institute of Plant Protection, Jiangsu Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Nanjing 210014, China)

Abstract; In order to clarify the function of Zn,( Il ) Cys6 transcription factor UvZC1 in Ustilaginoidea virens, gene
deletion mutation was carried out by the CRISPR-Cas9-based homologous recombination system. Compared with the wild-
type strain Ji209, the growth rate and conidia production of A UvZCI mutants were significantly decreased, and the expres-
sion levels of genes related to the sporulation of U. virens were also changed. In addition, the UvZCI deletion mutants
showed more sensitivity to sodium dodecyl sulfate (SDS) , and the tolerance to oxidative stress was enhanced. At the early
stage of infection (24 h and 48 h after inoculation) , the expression of UvZCI gene increased significantly. However, no
significant difference in the number of rice false smut balls between the wild type and the A UvZCI mutants was found. O-
verall, UvZCI gene has roles in regulating hyphal growth, conidiation, cell wall integrity and oxidative stress response in U.
virens. Furthermore, UvZCI gene is also involved in the infection process of U. virens.
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pathogenicity
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ARSI R | 76 5% SR AUKF- o i A Y
IKFE R & B, G Zn, ( 1) Cys, BV SERF 1
( Ustilaginoidea virens Zn,Cys, transcription factors 1,
KDB18664) 1) UnZC KN 7E = 5 FL ) 19 2k it 1 2%
Thim, e HED , 2 D] 5 R R R R A G . H
Rl UvZC1 PR A8 5 9 B A 22 0 2 D 14 AN
WA A BIF S T 2 70 i B DR i B3k 5 A8 A TR ik ) 3R
B SRS MO R T R UnZC R DR D) REHEAT AT
DAY Ay e it 5 T 00 ML T 2 42 (R B B A

1Bk

1.1 it

Jt209 B E H 2018 4 L5 4 37 H ] SR 4R
{14 HR o R A A | 228 BP9 2 A I 65 A e it
W R e AT BER K RS S A A i S
FOE 8 JU, A6 T8 J1209 B AREER PO B LG
R REOR 1, @R AR pCas9-gRNA i m A&
Ml R Ak T DA B2 B ] AR 2R AR pKO1-Neo Hi 26
HIAE I B ARE . A e i ] 8 S5 e e
(PSA) B FR REIRAL NS 35 |, YT 15 3535 1 T4 th g s
BRI ZE AR S A 1 R RS B 110 5 7%
A 28 °C R
1.2 BHFFE UvZCl ERNEES S

FERim ALY 1209 BBRTE YT 3537 W 45 sl 35

F25 d, PR 22 . ok = P BRI A B
(CTAB) IEHEH 1209 SR 415 F RNA $2 Bl 5
%5 (Bioteke, PR1202 ) $& U Jt209 & RNA, FH I 5% 5%
X7 & (TaKaRa, RR0O47) # RNA 2% 5 cDNA,
ZZFEMRE W E Uv8b Ak 1Y 5L K4 7 4, 51t
UvZCl R KY 8519 tvZC1 F UvZC1 R, VI
J1209 JEH A1 F cDNA S #iA , i 3 PCR #4443 5l
A5 UvzCl 3 K cDNA 2K JFFIE R, ¥ F
HIE S [ [ K A ) H RS Bl (NCBI) B | gk
5 BLAST [RIJE HE X}, Bl CDART 47 3 [H] 4 it 25 1
(LRI HT , FH MEGA 7 M98 R Gk
1.3 FEHFBHE UvZCl EEERKRMERITEDY
*E

Wit 1F/1R 51#%F 2F/2R 519 %%} J1209 JE
DLHPEA T 15 | 23 913545 964 bp UnZC1 FEH B3t A
B 998 bp T v Bes FHS 1A% hygl.4F/hygl.4R
METRL pSK044 Hhridy 34 3145 101 55 R PPk (HPH)
FrB a2 R BE A A (C113-02) 7% 23575 3 A
HURE A pMD19T-HPH-UvZCI , CRISPR A 44
AR Hh 9 B A I AR 55 b 2% Liang 610 107
o A ERPUEVIR AR AL i@k RT-UvZC1
F/RT-UvZCI R  hygl . 4F/yzR Fl hygl 4R/ yzF F554%
SR WA R AL T 56 AL R AT PR, I X B
F Btk A7 I R0 B Bk, A B S BRI 1
Southern Z¥32 7 ¥Rt UnZC1 KN B 2 A R T bR Y
FEH 2] DNA HEAT40 7, J1209 FIZ& AR R JE [ 41 DNA
AEHLS BT % 1.2 3047 8R4 19 1 45 R 1 hygl.
4F/hygl AR 511X 4 PCR ¥ 3G3-15 09 HPH 3£ A R
Bt A Xho 1 PAREEIFE 2 DNA | #% 88 Roche DIG-
High Prime DNA Labeling and Detection Starter Kit 1
WA A AL B HEFT Southern 2458 WA UvZC1 %
DRI BRI 2 A8 (AR TR R HPH S TR ) A48 D14

R T ARAGIE A IR G AR AR 5 [ CF/CR 3™
4 1209 HEHAH , FRAFA S B 1.9 kb 19 B,
FER K AL T 0.5 kb 19 7 B, 423545 (8] %h
& pKO1-Neo-UvZC1 , M ¥ 1IEH J5 , FHARFTF A 5
{14 e s s T R A T H Y BRI AL & UvZCl
SRR AR R R B s R G418 ik
AT, 15 RT-UvZC1 F/RT-UvZCI R B1%F#EAT
AT UvzCl PR 3835 50 2 , 7 36 ol b 1R
Mo FTHSIIFSI L 1,
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1.4 FBHHRFREEYFRENNE

F5 5 G 7 T R RRTE PSA B gL B RESR 15 d
&  AERE A K DGR E R ( EARHR 5 mm) T
AW RAINIE . BAE R 3 AEE, B IR
3K,
x1 Uvzcl EEEEMKRERETEET ARSI
Table 1 Primers applied for UvZCI gene cloning and mutants ob-

taining
5% ST F)(5'—3")
hygl4 F ACAGAAGATGATATTGAAGGAGC
hygl4 R TACTCTATTCCTTTGCCCTCG
yz F ACCAGTCTACCCGACCGTA
yz R GAACCAGCCACTCGTCTCGG
IF GCAACGGCTACAGCAAGCTC
IR ACAGAAGATGATATTGAAGGAGCCGGGATAGCGATATC-
TGGGC
2F CGGGATAGCGATATCTGGGC
’ R TACTCTATTCCTTTGCCCTCGCGC-
CTCGTCCGTGAAAAGTG
WZCl F ATGGCGCCACCGGTCGAGGTG
WZCl R CTAGCCAGCCAGGCCCCTTG

RT-UvZCl ¥ CACCTCGACCGGTGGCGCCAT
RT-UvZCI R CGGCTTCTATGGACAGGTAG

CF TTCTGACCCGGGGATCCGGAAGGACATCAACACCGAAC
CR GGCCAGTGCCAAGCTTAATTACCGAGGCAGATTGAGC
UZCl GrF ACCTGCTGAACAGCTCGAAGCTGT

UvZCl GrR AAACACAGCTTCGAGCTGTTCAGC

1Y) UvZCI CrF Il UvZC1 CxR T 3545 UnZCT 5 [R5 28 A8 I T
FEAY guide RNA ,

141 HBeiskkFame KREBEMZE YTA
KRt b, T 28 CHOEHIR 12 d WS RETRE LA,
W TRV ELAR
1.42 WLxtIEA Y rib ogen X3 50K E
B4 A % 5 0.3 mol/L NaCl, 0.3 mol/L KCI.O0.8
mol/L D-1LIALEE (Sorbitol ) 70 pg/ml Wi 2R ZL ( Congo
Red) ,0.005% % B G R 44 ( SDS) #l 3 mmol/L
H,0,/ YTA £3%3 |28 C LRI FE 12 d J5 i
Wk EE,
143 AT AT T BUHB G L
254 50 ml YTS J: 51 100 ml =i, &l
PR 5 ORI RSE, T 28 °C 160 v/minfE 311555 7 d,
118297 4 €iTE5 Ve A e =X (DN 3 =
1.5 BmARE

e H I A0S 0 AR 2 2 5 AR Y

D1k KRR 7 d RS IRIBAE R R (A7
FEHA 1 ml 1x10°4Y) . FEPIIR I JLZA BT (i 1
HI5~7 d) , FHVE S 400 0 AR AL, B9 TR R 4%
P12 F SRR AP 1 ml $EAPIR, $EF 28 d 5 A
FRRRE RS, A 3 K,
1.6 UvZCl EFEFIEHNE
1.6.1 AT REHAG& UwZCl AR R ik

H .2 Miracloth ( Calbiochem, La Jolla CA, USA)
AUEREBNIE SR S d BRSO A YT 35350, W 4
HfF, R K R, R E A AR
F 1 ml 1x10°4>, B 40 pl f1F 345 Hg A Tl e
YTA ¥i323% LB EE4t I, T 28 C#beki =, o5
THAEEFIG 12 h 18 h 24 h 48 h #1172 h JUkE | LA
WA 1 A Tk A 1R 4 2B AT R 6 B B ERURE
RNA, T UvZC1 3 FAE AT AR 8 & B BE Y
Feak i, DAY A G 2 3k 0t POk e i RO
(qPCR) Z3H73k715 ( TaKaRa, RR820) ., qPCR JZ W 7E
QuantStudio 3 % Y& & PCR ¥ ( Thermo Fisher) H
B, LA a-tubulin-1 fE RN S H IR R R
IWESE 222k, 3IKEE,
1.6.2 H,0,Mri8 F UwzCl %R ki Wk
T FR BN Iml 1X10O M EFE YT 8555 W
W EECRE SRR 2 d 5 ALK E A 3 mmol /LAY
H, 0, 48245 235 5%, 43 3 TALPR)E 0.5 h 1.0 h Y dE
W22, DAL BRRTISCEE B TR 22 Rt BE L F B L 1.6.1
{18 5 PR 2R3 o 6 T 7 12 A AT B 22 1, O, /0 B S 1Y
UvZC1 FEHRIRG O,
1.6.3 ARG ZEM ZCl AR EL B
Jivk 1.5 FH 0209 TERREF I OLEE L, 73 0 THefh 5 24
h 48 h HUHE R B FE A, DL i IO 4 1) T 22 Sk X} R
ST 1.6.1 FEHUEFRARENY RNA , FHEOGE ik
GIAT UvZCI TR 2 MY TH] S RIS TE DL
1.7 EftF=oEARFHEXIXERE UvZCl EERR
REFE KRR RIZEHMNE

A5 R 1209 F UnZCT I 58 728 1K T4

Ay HERM R 54 50 ml YTS B 32 W19 100 ml =
ki, 28 °C 160 r/minkE YeHEsh 135 5 d 5, Uk
W2 T RNA $2 10, &8 1.6.1 1907 %40 #r
Hofth 7= o3 A £ A OGS AR UnZCT 3 TR i B3 28
TARE MR Y RIBE N, BN 3 DEE,
[) o A 3 36 E 42 3 Wk, RS I Y G At 7 A A= 9
TSGR B 5| P W3k 2,
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Table 2 The primers of sporulation-related genes applied in this

study
F 514 ST A(5'—3")
UvCom1'”  qUvComl F GGCGGTCCCTTGGCTAT
qUvComl R CGATTCGACAGTACGATAAAC
UvHOGI'™S)  qUvHOGI GGTACGGAGCAAGATATTCG
qUuHOGI R TCATCAACACCATCGCAAG
UwSLT2'® qUuSLT2 F GCGTTGCCATCAAGAAAGTCAC
qUuSLT2 R CGCAAAGAATCTGGTAAATAAACG-
ACT
UnAcl™ qUvAcl F TGCTATGCAGCACTCTGGAGTGCGT
qUvAcl R CGAAAGAGTCAAGAATCAGAGCCAT
UvCDC2M qUnCDC2 F CGTCACTTCATACCCCGACT
qUuCDC2 R AGTAGCCATTCATGCGGCCAA
UBI-1')  qUuBI-I F AGCACCACCAACCCCAAGTAC
qUuBI-1 R ACGCTGCTCCTCGTCTGGTC
o-tubulin-1"%" UV-a-tubulin-1 F AGGTTGCGTTGAAGGAGGTT

UV-a-tubulin-1 R GAGGTGGAGTTGCCGATAAA

2 RS0

2.1 UvzCl EEERBFFRREREHNRIZEN

HE 1A LLE W, vzCl B TE 11209 #5719
Peds 24 h F148 h J5 ¥ ik, H R RA e %
Foft I Bt 5 P st (] ) S < B 25 T 3P 24 h 48 h
4300 A JE R AR B BEAY 9. 1 5 .16, 2 5, K%
FHZ S eie w0 R JoK RS R

A KAF5131447.1 Metarhizium anisopliae (67.15%)
KID94553.1 Metarhizium majus (66.94%)

1403
20¢
*
16 :
g
;}gj 12+ .
8
junag
=
4k
0
0 24 48

FEFRIIE] (h)

* RN G B D 3k ik 5 HE AW AR B Be AR AE B 3 2 R (P<
0.05),

B1 UvzCl ERERJFPHRIARRN

Fig.1 Expression pattern of UvZCI gene in early stage of in-

fection

2.2 TEHFERE UvZCl ERNEESFEISH

FEHV S R SR, UvZCl 3£ R 42K 1 458 bp,
ANENEG T, i 485 DEEERR , UvZC1 W) T S
BEEEREEA 14 GALA (smart00066 ) HEFFE 1 1 4
Fungal _ TF _ MHR ( cI23766 ) 3t ¢, 5 H fib
In( 1) ,Cys %G S BT AHARL, 28 1 0% ) U5 b
ZE RGN, UvZCl 546 TS5 E ( Metarhizium ani-
sopliae) . KRALERE T ( Metarhizium majus ) 55+ ¢ 1
(9Zn( 1), Cys, B SR T IO MIMUEE i 65% , 5 H:
22 R E TR Zn (1), Cys, 8 1A AHBLEE Bk 50% A2
F(E2), WILHE UvZCT 3R 965 10 5E A R
FZn( I1),Cys JEESEH T

1 S s E—

XP_018142807.1 Pochonia chlamydosporia (69.45%) B ]

KDB18664.1 Ustilaginoiden virens (100.00%)
RFU81431.1 Trichoderma arundinaceum (49.07%)

CBF86702.1 Aspergillus nidulans (45.95%)
NP_013357.1 Saccharomyces cerevisiae (30.77%)
NP_593160.2 Saccharomyces pombe (37.29%)

AAU09685.1 Saccharomyces cerevisiae (47.62%) &

(1 S s |
(N T ]

XP_018176041.1 Purpureocillium lilacinum (54.60%) - —— s
| I S

[ Y (55
[ |

13’

| I | I
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1 | 1
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B
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A UVZCL SHAFE D Zn( 1) ,Cysg § 7 (F55 WEIE /R UvZCL S5HABEE BT IRIIR FUBLHY identity 18) B R GE A H #4047 ;B UvZCL

SHABERE P Zn( 1), Cysq 755 T 1 A RS T,
E2 UvZCl ZEES5HMERGTRBEEANRSZ LS HMEMLLE

Fig.2 Phylogenetic analysis, protein structures and motif composition of UvZC1 protein and its homologous proteins in other fungi
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2.3 Uvzcel EFERBMEANRTEHIKRE
DIBPARUPE IR 1209 S X IR, e pi i e e 51k
5141 PCR %52 F1 Southern 22384347, L3k 5 2 A3
R S SR R ( AUZCI-19 I AUZCI-20) . LA
R AR RE AUZCI-19 HWITRERE, B4 UvZCl
B BT 2 A BEA TR (U0ZCT e-1 F UvZCI c-
2), JH RT-UwZCI F/RT-UpZCI R 314 1209 FFRZEAE

yzF 1F IR UvZCIF UvZCIR2F

WzCl1 —

hygl.

. hygl.4 F 4R ‘

A

2R yzR

TRFNEIRNERRIY cDNA, L3 UvZCI 7E J1209 F KM
PRIk MIFER R 2 AR TR P AN s, H HPH &
S 19 hygl 4 R/hygl.4 F R AEM BRI AR 1A AN
LA ARSI AL R 1 3 5 5 R B, TR J1209 3L
HAPAREY R AR B (K 3) . LRg R R
GASRBRR Y UnZCl FER B2l e Z Tt R
T, AN R P UnZCT FERIAS3) T b,

M a b ¢ a d e f M

UvZCl

E- Y, Ko SN [ cNeTw]
[al e aNaNaN N
[sioxie oo gy

o~
o

HPH

w
o~
<

B C

A UvZCI FE B R R 2R AAA 2 5 B . J1209 TRbE , UvZCT SE B FER 2 AR A AR B bk h UvZCT A HPH 3£ PCR A 5 C : Southern % 38 6 I 5k
PR S AR A B bR T HPH JEEPE DR, a:01209;b: AUVZCT ¢: AUvZCle;d: AUvZCI-19; e AUvZCI-20;51: A UnZCI-66 ;M : Marker,,

3 TEMRRE J209 B UvZCl EERRR

Fig.3 Knockout of UvZClI in Ustilaginoidea virens Jt209 strain

24 Uvzcl EREHBREERKBZND

HE 4A & 4B AT LLE H, 7F YTA B3Rt I,
AUvZCI-19, AUvZCI-20 W9 T 7% H 72 4 9 M
(33.44+0.25) mm, (33.75+0.27) mm, 5 Jt209 (¥
(35.55+0.46) mm FEIFMEHEAY (35.7720. 32) mm
FHLE B2 NI (HA I e SR B 2257 %
W UvZC1 DR R 5 25 5 e s it s 181 10 20 4 R
AW ETEIEA,

& 4C AT LLE H, 78 0.3 mol/L NaCl, 0.3
mol/L KC1.0. 8 mol/L D-ILALEEAT 70 we/ml WIS
AR A R, 11209, UvZC1 3 IR il 6% 28 A8 K T
PRI R AE AR KA HIROR B B 25, R
1Ml 0. 005% SDS X UvZC1 K R4 58 A8 R B bk i
TR & T 1209 B AR A LR B AR, R BT UvZCl
BEPR 2 55 9] e it o s e 4 LR 1) S8 R
2.5 UvzCl BB XS 595 3 i Bz 044 BB B9 520

S3HT J1209  UnZC1 F R 55 2 A5 44 B Ak AR 1] e
W RRAE R 3 mmol/L H,0, 55775 A4 K il R &
B, UvZC1 55 DR il 5 5 A8 PR o LA 3 1) T 32 2 8
T J1209 TR PR AN B AR (B 4A ] 4C) 5 T Ji209
BT UvzC1 B FRE 2 AE 3 mmol/L H,0,40 38
1.0 h B3 EFH(I815) 3R W] tvzCl FIRES 5%
e it o T il 7 S A Y AR

2.6 UvzZCl ERMEHBREASDERTFHRN

HE 6A AJLUE HY 11209 UvZC1 KE A bR 28 712
TR AR T 0] b TR R 2 Bl 8 7% 77 A 1 AR 98 T TR
A KN BHEREFIEAREES H ZCl 3
IR R B RARAR B AR A UvZC1-19 FI AUvZC1-20 7553
AR 11209 430 91. 19%F1 89. 4% .,

HE 6B AT LUFE H, #E—20 b UvzZC1 FEF I
SR N A A = S 2 4 X SN X e R R
AN B B i) JE L R G L R B, UvZC 1 HEA T 1 &
PR A R R S (W &I TR] 18 h) TR 22
(W& EHE 24 h) B Bt i 22 3k 8 5 0 A 1 s 0 3%
A 2 e Bl W R 00 TR 22 ToU i T A A A 1
Az (W R ITTE] 48 h .72 h) , UnZC1 FXF Fik i 55044
6l FIF WIAE Lz T T, 3R] tvzCl 25 T R
I TR A A A Y AR

WA a0 H 38 A A e i o O A A
flAH ST R Y Rk & A B, 5 J1209 FH L, tvZCT 3
IR B 2 AR AR TR AR P UvACT  UnSLT2 H: K i A X 2%
km R E LT, UnCDC2  UvComl F1 UvHogl FE[H 1Y
FAXF eI TR B3 R W, UvBI-1 B2 A B9 AR X 238 1728
ARE(E6C), LRZERE, tvzCl W AR T
PE RS MR T A~ 77 o F 0L F AR DGR R, T2
SRR A T A A AR A
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Fig.4 Growth phenotype of UvZCI gene knockout mutant strain

2.7 UvZCI EEXITE i 78 B B 1 R #200

FEI TR 1 6 295 2R 7, J1209 , UnZ €T PR
I 2 2 A T R AR [ e P R T e A R A 7 A o Rty
BREGE O 2 5, F i EkoE Bl o B 22 & (E
7)), Z2ZW] UnvZC1 S PIASFZma R il 2R 07 42
30T ie

AT IR i 1 S BE R UnZCT B
Gt BT 5 HAE Y Zn( 1) ,Cysg RIS
TAEFFHN AR 3 A AR S B A B B 5
6 TFBEZIR I GALA 27, nl AZS & 2 M T,
FKH UvZC1 A 2RI Zn (11),Cys, BYEE
T, Zn( 1) ,Cys, 5T AU T BB o
TR M, TEERIE B2 B ( Saccharomyces cerevisiae ) 1V, 7%
Zn( 1) ,Cys, FEJ7 19 Moc3 8 7T LA HiAh & H i
AR, 2 5P REREAT PR B R DNA S8l
TELORE R T X REARS SEERE 24K 75
A AT B 1 B RIS e S AR A 2

M Y D) fE, HAE AN R 2 R D BE AT AE 22

751"—['9'24]

o

25¢
2.0F *
@ | |
%) 1.5 J
% 1.0F -
junng
= ost
0 0 05 1.0
A1 (h)

# 28 3 mmol/L H, 0,40 F1 1209 BWidk)5 UvZCl FER K XS

A PR AFAE 35 25 57 (P<0. 05) o

5 FEHMRETE 3 mmol/L H,0, BME T UvZCl EEE %
%

Fig.5 Expression of UvZCI gene under 3 mmol/L H,O, stress

in U. virens

MR B UvZC1 3 DH B 28 28 AR T/ 5
HERIBEARAR EL | B 224 KRS | 7= A 1 s
bR UvzCl FH S5 T R e 5 A K =4y
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